Kinds  of Crowds

most remarkable example in the world's history is the
religion of Islam. It was born in the heart and brain of
Mahommed, and within a hundred years after the Plight
it had welded its adherents into a victorious host, which,
sweeping forth from the sparsely-peopled deserts of
Arabia, had conquered and held Syria, Mesopotamia,
Persia, Egypt, North Africa, and Spain. In our own day
the followers of that quaint prophetess, Mrs. Eddy, are
already counted by millions, and though they have not
gone forth conquering and to conquer, it is certain that
they are a powerful body. The philosophy of the notori-
ous Treitschke within the lifetime of a generation has
remade the German people on a new model and threat-
ened the whole basis of European civilisation; had it
not been for the power of organising resistance quickly
and over a large area, provided by modern means of
intercourse and communication, we might have witnessed
at the present moment a German repetition of the suc-
cesses of conquering Islam. The German-Turkish alli-
ance is not so surprising as seems to have been generally
thought, for Islam and Teutonism have much in common.
A new political theory is scarcely less efficient as a crowd-
former. Who could have supposed when Carlyle, Ruskin,
Kingsley, and a few others began their onslaught upon
the "Condition of England" that within little more than
half a century the axis of politics would have been shifted
so completely as it has been in consequence of the new
ideas to which they gave expression? The Labour Party
in England to-day perhaps owes more to the writings of
Ruskin than to any other impulse. After the election of
1905, when numerous Labour Members obtained entry
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